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HOUSEKEEPERS'  CHAT  Monday,  Eabruary  7,  1938 

(EOR  BROADCAST  USE  ONLY) 

Subject:     "U.S.   TEa  BOARD  MEETS."     Items  of  interest  to  women,  from  the  Eood 
and  Drug  .administration,  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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Today  is  an  important  day  for  the  seven  men  who  form  the  United  States 
Board  of  Tea  Experts  for  1938. 

This  morning,  at  10  o'clock,  these  seven  good  men  and  true  lovers  of 
good  tea  met  in  New  York  City,  down  on  Varick  Street,  to  select  the  tea  standards 
which  will  go  into  effect  on  the  first  day  of  May  1938. 

The  members  of  the  ^oard  were  reappointed,  "by  Secretary  of  Agriculture 
Wallace,  hack  in  December.     Our  correspondent  with  the  Eood  and  Drug  Adminis- 
tration, which  enforces  the  National  Tea  Act,  gives  their  names  in  her  weekly 
News  Letter. 

San  Erancisco  is  represented  by  Edward  Bransten;  Chicago,  Walter  Hellyer; 
Philadelphia,  A.  P.  Irwin;  Boston,  Robert  A.  Lewis;  Hew  York  City,  J.  H. 
Swenarton;  Brooklyn,  George  F.  Mitchell;  and  —  Hew  York  City  again  —  Charles 
E.  Hutchinson,  Chief  Tea  Examiner. 

Our  correspondent  says  the  only  one  of  these  men  she's  acquainted  with 
is  George  E.  Mitchell,  who  used  to  be  with  the  Federal  Eood  and  Drug  Adminis- 
tration.    He's  been  interested  in  the  tea  trade  for  thir%7years  or  more. 

Now  what  are  the  dut i e s  of  the  United  States  Tea  Board,  which  includes 
one  direct  representative  of  the  Government  and  six  members  selected  from  the 
tea  trade.    Well,  in  the  words  of  today's  report: 

"The  Board  is  charged  with  the  duty  of  preparing  and  submitting  to  the 
Secretary  of  Agriculture  standard  samples  of  tea  with  which  all  teas  entering 
the  United  States  are  compared  as  to  purity,  quality,  and  fitness  for  consumption 
under  the  Tea  Inspection  Act  of  March  2,  1897,  as  amended.     The  Board  has  been 
selected  to  represent  responsible  elements  of  the  tea  trade  handling  the 
various  types  of  tea  imported  in  the  more  important  centers  of  trade. 

" Secretary  of  Agriculture  Wallace  stated  in  December,  when  the  Board  was 
reappointed: 

"'While  it  is  desirable  that  occasional  changes  be  made  in  the  Board, 
giving  it  from  time  to  time  vrder  reioresentation,  and  two  changes  have  been  made 
in  the  last  three  years,  it  is  desirable  that  a  ma.j ority  of  its  members  shall 
have  gained  broad  experience  in  the  selection  of  these  important  tea  standards, 
and  that  there  shall  be  a  degree  of  stability  in  the  Board.     In  consequence, 
no  changes  have  been  made  this  year.'" 
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Well,  that  "brings  us  up  to  date  on  tea  —  until  we  hear  more  about  the 
standards  the  members  of  the  Board  are  selecting  today  at  their  meeting  in 
New  York  City,     ^s  you  may  recall,  from  previous  reports,  the  Food  and  Drug 
Administration  examined  more  than  ninety-one  and  a  half  million  pounds  of 
tea  last  year.      Under  the  Tea  Act,  all  tea  imports  must  be  examined  for 
actual  taste  —  for  cup  quality. 

Nov/,  to  continue  our  report: 

"Speaking  of  imports  in  general,  last  year  foreign  trade  picked  up,  and 
naturally  Food  and  Drug  officials  had  to  examine  more  food  and  drugs  at  the 
ports  of  entry.     Officials  examined  more  than  35,000  importations  in  1937. 
These  included  —  besides  tea  —  cocoa  beans,  nuts,  spices,  frozen  eggs,  figs, 
and  coffee,  among  many  others. 

"Other  foods  that  required  special  attention  last  year  were  cream  and 
butter,  and  seafoods.     Both  salmon  and  tuna  packs  required  considerable  atten- 
tion, but  they're  now  showing  a  gratifying  improvement.     The  campaign  for  clean 
cream  goes  steadily  on,  and  the  spray-residue  situation  shows  remarkable 
improvement . 

"Mr.  Campbell,  Chief  of  the  Food  &  Drug  Administration,  commenting  recently 
on  fresh  fruits  and  vegetables  and  the  spray-residue  situation,  stated  that  the 
Administration  is  almost  out  of  the  woods  on  that  important  problem.     Most  of 
the  fruit-producing  States  are  collaborating  effectively  with  the  Federal 
Government  —  fruit  and  vegetables  are  examined  for  excessive  spray  residue 
before  they  leave  State  boarders. 

"Last  year  Federal  workers  examined  more  than  5 ,000  fruits  and  vegetable 
samples,  but  State  workers  examined  more  than  85,000.     In  addition,  the  industry 
is  very  generally  installing  adequate  equipment  to  wash  the  spray  residue  from 
the  fruit  right  at  the  orchard.     A  practice  which  gives  more  time  for  protecting 
the  people  who  use  other  products.     Codliver  oil,  for  example.    Last  year  the 
Administration  tested  the  vitamin  D  value  of  900,000  gallons  of  imported  cod- 
liver  oil.    About  one  third  of  it  was  short  in  vitamin  D.     For  that  reason,  it 
was  not  allowed  to  enter  the  country. 

"As  for  the  vitamin  products  made  in  this  country  —  they  do  not  always 
meet  Federal  standards.    A  good  many  lack  the  vitamins  claimed  on  the  label. 
The  Food  and  Drug  Administration  has  had  to  enlarge  its. Vitamin  Division  —  to 
protect  the  people  who  use  the  many  new  vitamin  products.  It's  the  age  of  vitamins 
all  right,"  concludes  our  Washington  correspondent,  "but  we  want  to  be  sure  the 
products  we  buy  contain  all  the  vitamins  claimed  for  them,  on  the  label." 

And  that's  all  of  today's  report.     I  hope  we'll  have  another  one  soon  — 
telling  us  more  about  vitamin  :  and  codliver  oil  preparations. 


